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Presidential
office hours
present new
opportunities

Families foster
connections to
LU during Fall
Festival
Brenna Ori

Xue Yuan

For The Lawrentian

_______________________

From Friday, Oct. 4 to Sunday,
Oct. 6, Lawrence held its annual
Fall Festival, treating parents to a
wide variety of events on campus.
The Fall Festival is a weekendlong event that combines parents’
weekend with homecoming weekend. During this period, parents
and alumni are given the opportunity to experience all parts of the
Lawrence community from music
to sports to academics.
Over the course of the festival, a large number of events
happened on and around campus.
Some of these events included the
Blue and White dinner to celebrate the induction of five alumni
into the Athletic Hall of Fame.
Another popular offering was
the mini-courses taught by faculty to interested parents. Each
year; one member of the administration, one member of the
Conservatory and one member of
the faculty in the college teach the
mini-courses. This year’s minicourse teachers were Sara Gross
Ceballos from the Conservatory
and David Gerard from the college. The administrative mini
course covered off-campus study.
“The Main purpose of Fall
Festival is to be sure that family members feel connected to
what’s going on on campus,” Vice
President of Student Affairs and

____________________________________

Staff Writer

On the morning of Wednesday
Oct. 2, President Burstein held
his second session of open office
hours for students at Sampson
House. The open office hours
provide students the opportunity
to drop by and have a conversation with President Burstein. The
hours operate on a first come,
first serve basis and occur twice
a term.
During the most recent set
of office hours, students asked a
variety of questions. According to
President Burstein, most students
were there to invite him to events
or to ask follow-up questions
regarding the speech he made at
the matriculation convocation.
Sophomore Shang Li was one
of the students who took advantage of the opportunity to talk
with President Burstein.
“I thought the conversation
would be awkward since I don’t
think he knows who I am,” said Li,
“but I didn’t feel uncomfortable at
all throughout our whole conversation.”
This suggests President
Burstein’s open hours have
accomplished what they were
supposed to. “I think it is important for any president of a college
to be available to students and
have a conversation about who

See page 2
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CORE program mentors, senior Myles Wagner and sophomore Katherine Ling, lead a weekly discussion with freshmen in the Sage Hall lounge.

CORE program facilitates freshman integration into campus life
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

______________________

For the first time this fall,
nine Freshman Studies classes
have included weekly meetings
with two upperclassmen mentors
in an effort to help new students
get acclimated to life in college.
These nine groups are part of the
new CORE program, the brainchild
of LUCC President senior Nicholas
Paulson. Though in its trial period,
CORE has been well-received by
freshmen participating and, if all

goes well, may continue to grow.
The purpose behind CORE
is encapsulated in its acronym.
As stated on its website, CORE is
designed to “help new students
make Connections, get Oriented
to campus, understand campus
Resources, and balance their
Expectations.” It is a supplement
to the already well-established
and required Freshman Studies
classes, a staple of the Lawrence
curriculum given in seminar format.
Weekly meetings of CORE
have a similar structure across
all nine groups, though the two

upperclassmen leaders shape
these meetings in a few unique
ways. Each begins with the typical
icebreaker of “highs and lows,” followed by a topic of discussion. This
weekly topic is chosen by head
coordinator Paulson and always
pertains to life at Lawrence, from
extracurricular activities to living
in a dorm for the first time.
The first CORE students are
responding to the program well.
Some leaders are going out of
their way to let students contact
them anytime through texting,

See page 12
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Tropos strengthens presence with poetry readings
Tina Czaplinska
For The Lawrentian

__________________________________

“I tore my meniscus and then
my girlfriend broke up with me.
On the same day,” said sophomore Colt Dalton before reading
at Tropos’ first Poetry Night on
the evening of Monday, Oct. 7
at 8:00 pm. Besides Dalton, ten
other students recited original
pieces or poems from their favorite collections. With Fall Out Boy
softly playing in the background,
the Pusey Room was filled with
almost thirty students eager to
hear their fellow students read
some poetry.
The sponsor of the event was
Tropos, Lawrence’s literary magazine.
Poems ranged in style, length
and content. There was even a
performance piece that incorporated singing parts of the poem.

INSIDEVIEW:

This week’s top
news and views

Freshman Bre Sande performed
the only slam piece of the night.
“I would definitely [read]
again. It was a very welcoming
environment. When you’re reading and you can see people are
into it, it makes you feel even
better about writing in the first
place,” said Sande.
Audience member and senior
Sadie Lancrete said, “I was really
impressed with the range of material. Because sometimes there is a
small demographic of people who
write poems.”
The audience was as diverse
as the material read. Students
returning from sports practice,
escaping from burrows in the
library for the first time that day
and Conservatory students were
all seen at the poetry reading.
“I was really surprised by
the turn out,” said senior Amelia
Anderson, who attended the

event. “I just wish I brought [my
poetry] because it looked like it
was really fun to read.”
This type of popularity is new
for the magazine, which is ultimately a mysterious presence on
campus, said senior and Tropos
co-editor Susannah Gilbert. “We
went through a few years where
there wasn’t strong leadership
[for Tropos] on campus,” she said.
“I’d say that until last year, or the
year before, there just wasn’t a lot
of energy. “
Junior and Tropos staff member Bryan Cebulski agreed, saying, “The [previous] leaders of
Tropos were not very active. We
just wanted to do something to
get our name out there. We also
want to create an outlet where
people can—I’m trying to avoid
the phrase ‘express themselves’—
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Freshman Isabelle Davis reads a poem at the Tropos event.
Photo by Katie Crawford
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LI Formal, Blue and White Dinner among weekend events
Veronica Thao

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

The Blue and White Dinner
and Lawrence International
Formal are two formal events
that occur every year during Fall Festival. The Blue and
White Dinner is an event held
to induct and honor athletes into
the Intercollegiate Athletic Hall
of Fame and the LI Formal is an
opportunity for international and
domestic students to socialize and
celebrate culture.
The name “Blue and White”
originates in the school colors.
This year, the dinner was held on
Friday Oct. 4 in the Esch Hurvis
room and included speeches from
the inductees, student speakers
and coaches’ remarks.
According to Stephanie
Kramer, Assistant Director of
the Alumni and Constituency
Engagement, “the Blue and White
Dinner is a joint effort between the
ACE office and athletics.” Kramer
worked alongside with Director
of Athletic Media Relations Joe
Vanden Acker to organize the

event.
This year, there were five new
inductees into the Hall of Fame
including Hans Hartwig ’35, John
Bill ’79, Dan Dreyfus ’87, Maggie
Phillips Reeve ’96, and Mark
Smrecek ’00. In addition to recognition at the dinner, inductees
were announced and recognized
at the homecoming game during
the halftime show.
There is a ten-year waiting
period in order to be inducted,
meaning that a student graduating next spring would be eligible
in 2024. For a coach to be eligible,
they must have at least 20 years of
combined service at Lawrence or
time away from the school.
The event serves as a celebration for old team members, as
well. “All Hall of Famers are invited back every year for the event,
as well as anyone who participated on a team with the inductees.
Inductees are welcome to extend
invitations to friends and family
to join them for the festivities,”
Kramer said.
Kramer believes the event is
a great way for the inductees to

be honored and celebrated. “It’s
an opportunity for the Lawrence
community to come together and
celebrate some great, notable
and often moving athletic and
life achievements of these individuals. We can reminisce about
these accomplishments while at
the same time looking ahead with
excitement to what’s in store for
Lawrence athletics in the coming
years,” said Kramer.
Another event that happened on Friday night was the
first Lawrence International (LI)
formal dance of the year, with the
theme “Arabian Nights.”
According to LI Publicity
Manager and senior Amaan Khan,
the theme was chosen because
“it fit with what is going on and it
explored a different culture.”
LI is a club that is open to all
students and whose main purpose
is to bring together both international students and domestic
students to facilitate sharing of
their respective cultures’ collective communication.
The purpose of having a formal is “to provide an off-campus

opportunity for both international
and regional students to explore a
different culture,” Khan said. He
hoped that students got to “interact with each other and meet new
people.”
The music at the dance
ranged from Bollywood music to
Latin and Korean music.
According to freshman

Evelina Vang, “the dance was
enjoyable. It was nice meeting
new people and I would like to
help with a dance like this in the
future.”
This is one of two formals
that LI will hold. The other formal
will be during Spring Term.

between macroeconomic policy
and unemployment. Specifically,
Finkler looked at the trends in
GDP and unemployment. “The
trends in GDP and the trends
in unemployment are not the
same,” said Finkler, as he began
his presentation. “Policies that
are designed to increase GDP may
not work all that well to decrease
unemployment.”
This tackles the first of several intuitive but misled notions
that those without an extensive
background in economics may not
understand. GDP is the market
value of all goods and services produced in a country, thus it would
make sense that positive trends in
GDP are an indicator of a healthy
economy. As Finkler pointed out
in an interview after the presentation, this is not true because
of the disparities between GDP
and unemployment. Following the
2008 recession, GDP and unem-

ployment fell. When the GDP
grew, the unemployment levels
continued to remain high. This, as
Finkler suggests, means that policies designed to increase GDP may
not improve employment.
In his presentation, Finkler
argued that rather than tackle
unemployment on a macroeconomic scale, policies should be
focused on reorganizing the labor
force rather than simply improving economic growth. “Monetary
policy has nothing to do with
either of those issues other than
making capital cheaper,” Finkler
explained in a follow-up interview
earlier this week. Because current economic policies are making capital cheaper, employment
suffers—a key point Finkler made
in his presentation.
Finkler explained how the
central bank has attempted to
intervene on this issue by controlling the federal funds rate—

the rates of overnight lending
between banks. “The regulation of
the federal funds rate has been the
primary instrument of monetary
policy since the nineteen thirties,”
Finkler pointed out. However, as
the interest rate approached zero,
it became evident that lowering
the Federal Funds Rate was ineffective.
There are, as Finkler points
out, many steps between putting
more money into the economy
and improving unemployment—
particularly what the banks
decide to do with the influx of
money—thus why there hasn’t
been an improvement in employment despite growth in GDP.
This is where Finkler’s argument
comes into play. “You can’t ignore
the microeconomic foundations
that are driving people’s decisionmaking,” he says. By tackling the
short term microeconomic issues
of how businesses hire labor, the

issue of unemployment can be
tackled directly.
“The short-run solution is to
make it more attractive to hire
labor than to make capital cheaper,” says Finkler. “The long-run
solution is obviously to create a
more skilled labor set with incentives to participate in the work
force and improve one’s skills to
do what’s in demand”.
Although the issue of how to
make labor more attractive was
not discussed directly, Finkler did
lay out a broader issue that needs
to be tackled first: The belief that
employment would rise with GDP
did not turn out to be true. Thus,
employment cannot be expected
to improve along with policies
that improve GDP.
For anybody interested in an
economics major, or anyone who
is passionate about economics
nonetheless, be sure to look out
for future economics colloquiums.

Fall Festival was Kaleidoscope.
Kaleidoscope was a 75-minute
continuous musical performance
that included representatives
from nearly every facet of the
Conservatory. Kaleidoscope is
only held every other year and
this year’s performance was the
fourth ever held.
“Kaleidoscope was started as
an attempt to showcase more of
the Conservatory in one concert,”
Truesdell said. “It’s meant to be
a taste of what the Conservatory
offers to get people interested in
having the whole meal.”
This year’s concert was held

at the Fox Cities Performing Arts
Center (PAC) and was sold out.
“One of the coolest parts of
Kaleidoscope was to be at the
PAC,” sophomore Mackenzie Rech
said. “It felt more like a real show
because there were a lot of people
there who weren’t just Lawrence
students.”
Rech, who is in the all-female
choir Cantala, was one of over
300 students to participate in
Kaleidoscope. Many students
from Lawrence also came to
watch the show. Freshman Neal
Bauer attended the concert and
said that it nice to see all the stu-

dents and family coming together
to celebrate everyone’s talent and
hard work.
President Mark Burstein’s
Question-and-Answer session was
an important event for many parents and alumni as well. Burstein
spoke on topics from financial aid
to the faculty to why he chose to
come to Lawrence. Burstein also
outlined three areas that he will
be focusing on improving within
the coming year. These three areas
are: widening the interdisciplinary studies, continuing to invest
in athletics and to upgrade some
of the student housing.

“For me it’s about improving
the Lawrence experience, what
we provide on campus, and if we
can improve that, I think that will
en0d up leading to a better higher
education,” Burstein said.
There has been some version
of Fall Festival since the mid term
reading period was added to the
calendar. While no new event was
added this year, parents and alumni were still able to come and see
the current student body and participate in weekend long events.

The Lawrence alumni who were inducted into the Hall of Fame during dinner.
Photo by Abedin Rafique

Economics colloquium looks at trends in GDP, unemployment
Danny Davis

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

On Friday, Oct. 4, Professor of
economics and John R. Kimberly
Distinguished Professor in the
American Economic System Marty
Finkler had the stage for the first
economics colloquium of the year.
The presentation was held
in the first floor of Steitz Hall
and was open to members of the
Lawrence and Appleton community. However, the colloquium—
provided primarily for students
and faculty in the economics
department—discussed issues at
a relatively advanced level, unlike
other symposiums frequently
offered on campus. Around fifty
people, including several professors and Appleton locals, attended
the lecture that was held.
The lecture was a review
of an academic paper Finkler
wrote discussing the relationship

Fall Festival

continued from page 1

Dean of Students Nancy Truesdell
said. “Every parent or sibling or
grandparent has just the direct
view of what the student tells
them college is like or Lawrence
is like, but this is meant to be a
quick snapshot of one weekend of
what the place is really like on a
regular basis.”
The weekend also included
numerous sporting events and
musical performances. One of the
headline events for this year’s

Office Hours
continued from page 1

they are, what issues they face and
also to better understand what’s
happening in campus,” Burstein
said.
In terms of maintaining
communication with students,
President Burstein’s research
has shown that open office hours
have worked well on other campuses. Additionally, he tries having lunch at Andrew Commons at
least twice a week and attending
athletic games. Additionally, he
said that he would love to hear

students’ suggestions on how he
can efficiently use technology to
be available to students.
Nancy Truesdell, Dean of
Students, agrees that President
Burstein wants to connect with
students regularly in both formal
and informal ways. Dean Truesdell
encourages students to take
advantages of open office hours
to get to know the President of
the University. She said, “Students
should not take this for granted, as
it is a genuine offer by President
Burstein to listen to students’
ideas and gain student input.”
Jacob Woodford, Assistant
to the President, believes that

the open office hours provide
opportunities both for students
to engage with the leader of the
university and for the President to
learn more about campus from a
student perspective.
To Woodford, the open office
hours fit well with Lawrence’s
community because “everyone
here is deeply invested in the quality and enhancement of Lawrence,
and mutual sharing is a major step
in realizing our common goals.”

LUCC Update

Steering committee has begun to meet every Tuesday at 8pm in
the Arthur Vining Davis room in Warch.
Finance committee has begun to meet every Thursday at 8pm
in the Kraemer room in Warch.
LUCC general council meetings are open to all members of the
Lawrence community! Come share your thoughts and concerns.
The next one is Monday, October 21st at 4:45pm in EschHurvis. Feel free to email LUCC with any community concerns
at LUCC@lawrence.edu.
Get more information about forms, deadlines, and current
announcements by visiting the LUCC page on the Lawrence
website! Visit us at http://www.lawrence.edu/students/student_life/lucc
Like our Facebook page for updates and more information Lawrence University Community Council!
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The Lawrence Difference

Specht

with Erin Davis

Pages

The Con off-campus

Kevin Specht
Columnist

____________________________________

Bon Appétit dicovers
what has become of the
cups across campus

Graves from Göttingen
You should know the name
of Max Planck. Not only does he
have a German research institution chain named after him, he
also completely revolutionized
physics around the turn of the last
century. His work with thermodynamic problems, such as blackbody radiation and a phenomenon
known as the ultraviolet catastrophe, led him to develop his
quantum theory. This completely
changed the field of physics and
led to such advancements as the
atomic bomb and nuclear power.
Quantum theory was Planck’s
solution to an old problem in classical thermodynamics. Classical
thermodynamics theorized that
when a “blackbody,” an object
capable of producing infinite
amounts of radiation, was superheated, the frequency of light it
emitted would increase in direct
proportion to the heat. This
problem was given the dramatic
name “ultraviolet catastrophe”
because it seemed that an infinite amount of energy would be
emitted. However, experimental
evidence shows that there is a
peak in blackbody radiation and
the universe is safe from such a
catastrophe.
Planck theorized that the
energy must travel in discrete
parcels, which he called quanta,
singular “quantum.” As the heat of
a black body increases, Plank posited that the sizes of the quanta
increase to the point that only a
few can be excited at a time, thus
saving the world from catastrophe. Planck presented his findings
to the Berlin Physical Society in
Dec. 1900, changing physics forever. It was for this discovery of
energy quanta that he received
the Nobel Prize in 1918.
Another result of Planck’s
theory was the end of classical
physics and the consequent begin-

Max Planck’s grave
Photo courtesy of Susannah Miller

for Kaiser-Wilhelm institutions
and even held a controversial
commemorative meeting for the
exiled Fritz Haber.
The World Wars and his fight
with the Nazi regime brought
him much sadness as one of his
sons was killed at Verdun, his
youngest son was killed by the
Gestapo for involvement with
the July 20 plot to assassinate Hitler, and his house
in Berlin was bombed.
He, his wife, and his
final son moved
to Göttingen,
October 12:
w h e r e
Shack-A-Thon				5 PM
Planck’s
Lawrence University Choir Concert 8 PM
father had
October 13:
o n c e
taught.
Guest Recital: Enid Trio		
3:30 PM
He died
LU Symphony Orchestra Concert
8 PM
there
October 15:
i
n
Convocation: Alison Bechdel		
11:10 AM
1947.

k

ou

r
o
f
t

oo

_______________________

to l

Columnist

ning of modern physics. Thus, it
can be said that Planck’s contributions to physics led directly to
the theories of Einstein and many
other fabulous, wonderful and
revolutionary discoveries. Some
of these discoveries led to such
inventions as the atomic bomb
and nuclear power and developed
an understanding of such phenomena as nuclear decay.
Despite his scientifically prolific life, Planck came from inauspicious origins. Max Karl Ernst
Ludwig Planck was born to a
German constitutional law professor and his wife in Kiel, Germany.
He was a very good student and
graduated early from high school.
Music was perhaps his biggest talent when he was young, as he
composed, sang and played piano
and organ. It was his high school
mathematics teacher who brought
about his interest in physics. He
went on to study theoretical physics, despite being told by a professor that there really wasn’t anything left to discover.
Planck lived for much of his
adult life in Berlin, teaching at
the Berlin University. He lived
near other physicists and his first
wife’s apartment, where he lived,
became a center for discussions
and a great deal of music-making.
Planck helped Einstein become
respected, and the two of them
formed a lasting friendship, possibly helped by their mutual love
for music. Planck first married
a childhood friend, Marie Merck
and had four children with her.
After she died, he married her
cousin Marga von Hösslin and had
another son. Both his daughters
died in childbirth; both were married to the same man, although
not at the same time.
Planck was staunchly antiNazi, and spoke out vociferously
against their policies concerning the Jews. As president of the
Kaiser-Wilhelm Institute (now the
Max Planck Institute), he allowed
Jews to secretly continue working

E ve n t s

Susannah Miller

Max Planck

Are you a Conservatory student and feel like you are neither getting enough performing
experience nor gaining professional exposure? Hello and welcome to Specht Pages, the true
and supreme voice of Lawrence
University. In this celebratory 25th
issue, we will discuss the Specht
Pages Plan for Performance Major
Career Development. So sit back,
relax and let Specht Pages massage your frontal lobe into submission.
In the late 19th and early
20th century, Lawrence had an
ensemble that has since been
lost: Mandolin Club. In 1910, the
Mandolin Club consisted of eight
mandolin players, two guitarists
and a pianist. However, the most
alluring aspect of this ensemble
is not the instrumentation but
the extensive touring the group
undertook.
Back in those days, most
ensembles went on annual tours
of the Fox Cities and beyond, all
the way to Michigan, Iowa, Illinois
or Minnesota. Improvements in
communication and transportation make such a feat much more
manageable today. Back then,
when tours involved ten or more
cities, the trip was undertaken
with no help from the internet or
a travel agent or cell phones.
What if off-campus performances became the norm again?
In today’s system, a music
ensemble gives you one unit of
credit and lacks an off-campus
performance requirement. What
if our ensembles’ value was based
on the number of off-campus
performances given? For every
two off-campus performances a
term, you get one extra unit (let’s
call them performance units). To
receive six units for trombone
ensemble, for example, you would
need to give 12 off-campus performances. In the Specht
Pages Plan,

each performance major would
be required to attain a minimum
of six performance units a year.
These off-campus performances could be at schools, fairs,
restaurants, bars, cafes, universities, weddings, parades, parties, libraries, Elks Clubs, nursing
homes, golf courses, radio stations or anywhere else where
people will listen.
If Lawrence students began
offering to give recitals at other
universities, not only would they
have the opportunity to perform
and build professional relationships with other music students
and professors, but they could
also draw more guest performances back to Lawrence. One
possible scenario would be that
each university could reserve a
performance space for an hour
each week for music majors from
other schools to perform.
Further, the skills developed
in these performances and the
required planning would provide lots of valuable experience
for after graduation as each performance major looks for gigs in
various locations.
The performances at middle and high schools would give
the kids a great musical experience, help get them excited about
music and could also serve as a
recruitment strategy for both the
Conservatory and the college.
Finally, this interaction with
the community might be what is
finally able to burst the “Lawrence
Bubble” and allow a free exchange
of music and ideas in and out of
our small campus.
There you have it, the Specht
Pages Plan for Performance Major
Career Development. There’s only
one way to get this put into place.
And obviously that is to get Zeek
the Con Dog on board first and
after that, Dean Pertl will surely
fall in place.
“You heard it first from
Specht Pages!”

October 16:
Guest Recital: Aleck Karis		
8 PM
October 17:
Greek Weekend Activites		
2 PM			
Squirrels - Behind the scenes		
7 PM		
Upright Citizens Brigade Improv Show 8 PM
October 18:
J. Davis Trio Concert			
9 PM

*For a complete list, refer to the LU calender at lawrence.edu

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Cross country teams take title at WL Invitational
Alex York

Staff Writer

________________________

After overcoming conditions that slowed the course
down significantly, it was another successful weekend for the
Lawrence University men’s and
women’s cross country teams.
For the first time in school history, the team took home the overall team title at the Wisconsin
Lutheran Invitational, with both
men’s and women’s teams coming in second in their respective
races. “[Winning] that was a great
accomplishment—it shows just
how great both teams are,” noted
head coach Jason Fast.
The big story was the pack-

style running of the women’s
team. All five of the scoring runners finished the 6,000-meter race
within one-half minute of each
other. Sophomore Liz Landes led
the group with her 11th place finish. She crossed the line in 24:30.
Next to finish for the Vikings was a
pack of runners led by sophomore
Clare Bruning in 24:49. Following
her were freshmen Kristin Bischel
and Amy Hutchings, along with
senior Katherine Dannecker.
Bruning, Bischel, Hutchings and
Dannecker took 15th, 16th, 17th
and 19th respectively.
The women’s team finished
just two points behind Augustana
College, a team that is currently
ranked seventh in the Midwest
Region. The success should be
chalked up to the pack-running
mentality: “Our newly formed pack

is actually the most exciting part
of this season,” remarked Landes.
“It literally makes coach Fast glow,
he gets so giddy.” Moreover, the
pack-running allows for a greater
team effort. “We’re rarely in the
same order, which shows the skill
of each runner,” continues Landes.
“The pack’s going to keep moving up, and we’re going to move
together.”
On the men’s side, there were
similar successes. Led by senior
Jamie Brisbois, the men’s team
also nabbed second place in the
team standings. Brisbois took
fifth overall with a time of 27:28.
Trailing him was sophomore
Jonah Laursen, who finished the
8,000 meters in 28:13. Junior Kyle
Dockery was next in 28:21, and
seniors Curran Carlile and Dan
Thoresen rounded out the scoring

for the Vikings with their times
of 28:45 and 28:50. Laursen,
Dockery, Carlile and Thoresen
grabbed 19th, 21st, 29th, and
33rd, respectively.
Coach Fast is excited about
both teams’ prospects for the
Midwest Conference meet in a
couple weeks. “If both teams continue to progress, they will be in
contention for the MWC title,” he
stated. “It’s exciting for me as a
coach to see both teams performing at such a high level.” In the
end, it was a good day: “It was a
bummer to lose by two points,
that’s for sure. It makes you think
about the smallest things you
could’ve done differently during
your race,” noted Landes. “But the
other girls better be proud of their
races because I am of them!”

The positive attitude was not
enough, however, as the Blueboys
scored touchdowns off of a strong
offensive drive in the first quarter and an interception return,
bringing the score to 13-0. “The
return of the interception was
tough,” recounts Eichhorst. “But
we stayed supportive and kept a
positive attitude.” This time the
positive attitude paid off as the
Vikings put together a strong
offensive showing to start the second quarter. The drive finalized
on a touchdown pass from senior
quarterback Luke Barthelmess
to senior Sam Wagner, which
brought the score to 13-6. The
Vikings also finished the half with
some excellent defense, both forcing a fumble and preventing any
Blueboy score.
The second half did not go
as well for the Vikings. During
the third quarter, Illinois College
scored two more touchdowns to
bring the score to 26-6. The score
remained that way throughout the
rest of the game as neither team
scored in the fourth.
Overall, this game was char-

acterized by an inability to convert on third down and missed
opportunities in the red zone.
The Vikings were able to successfully convert five out of 15 third
down attempts; a statistic that
needs to be increased in order for
the offense to score more points
and win more games. Also, more
long offensive drives that result
in points would help to tire the

other team’s defense and take
away more opportunities for their
offense to score.
This week the Vikings will
prepare for their next game by
practicing to become more effective in tackling and finishing long
drives. Their next game will be
this Saturday, Oct. 12 at Carroll
University, where the Vikings look
to earn their first win.

cially toward the end of the half.”
The momentum shifted in
Lawrence’s favor in the second
half. The Vikings continued to play
very aggressive defense to keep
the Pioneers off the scoreboard,
and six minutes into the half, a
beautiful collaboration led to
Lawrence’s first goal of the game.
Off an assist by freshman Casey
Merkle, sophomore Liza Girsova
used her impressive foot speed
and agility to guide the ball around
Carroll’s defense and into the goal.
The Vikings kept up the intensity
the rest of the period, and their
hard work saw results again when
junior Rachel Hjortness scored a
nicely set up goal off an assist
by freshman Sarah Zaccarine at
71:44. The ball just touched the
goalkeeper’s hands, but had just
the right angle and force to find
its way in, widening the Viking
lead to 2-0. Ten minutes later,
junior Keli Muchowski scored
Lawrence’s third and final goal of

Jenny Angeli

Illinois College upends Lawrence at Banta Bowl
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The Lawrence University
football team lost Saturday, Oct. 5
to the Illinois College Blueboys at
the Banta Bowl, by a final score of
26-6. This weekend’s loss brings
the Vikings record to 0-4 on the
season.
It was an anxious Viking team
that took the field this Saturday.
At a record of 3-0 going into this
game, Illinois College stands
as one of the top teams in the
Midwest Conference. Combined
with the heavy rain, many players
went into this game with nervous
anticipation. The 84 minute rain
delay, however, actually helped
the Vikings compose themselves.
“A lot of guys were very anxious
going into this game,” said sophomore cornerback Zach Eichhorst.
“You could tell everybody was
really nervous, but as the delay
went on we started to relax, we
started some music and started
dancing which really settled us
down and got us ready to play.”

Standings
School

Conf. Overall
Football

Lake Forest
St. Norbert
Illinois Col.
Cornell
Ripon
Grinnell
Monmouth
Carroll
Beloit
Lawrence
Knox

4-0
4-0
3-0
3-0
2-2
1-2
1-2
1-3
1-3
0-4
0-4

5-0
4-1
4-0
3-1
3-2
1-3
1-3
2-3
1-4
0-4
0-5

Women’s Soccer
Monmouth
Grinnell
St. Norbert
Lake Forest
Ripon
Illinois Col.
Carroll
Lawrence
Cornell
Beloit
Knox

5-0
4-1-1
4-1
3-1
3-2
2-3-1
2-2
2-3
1-4
0-4
0-5

9-3
7-4-1
8-3-2
8-3
7-5
6-6-2
5-6
3-5
5-7
2-9
6-7

Men’s Soccer

Senior linebacker Brandon Taylor brings down an IC ballcarrier in the first half.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Lake Forest
Knox
Carroll
St. Norbert
Illinois Col.
Lawrence
Ripon
Grinnell
Monmouth
Beloit
Cornell

4-0
4-1
3-0
3-1
3-2
2-2
2-3
1-3
1-4
0-3
0-4

6-5
11-2
7-3-1
4-6-2
8-4-1
4-6-1
2-9
3-7
3-9-1
0-9-1
2-9

Women’s soccer destroys Volleyball team defeated
Carroll University
in two home matches
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

_______________________

On Sunday, Oct. 6, the air was
crisp and the bright autumn sun
was shining down on Whiting
Field West, where the Lawrence
University women’s soccer
team shut out Carroll University
(5-6-0, 2-2-0 MWC) for an exciting Conference victory. The win
brought Lawrence’s record to 3-50, 2-3-0 MWC.
The Vikings struggled for
possession during the first half
but successfully defended their
goal from Carroll’s relentless
attacks. Freshman goalkeeper
Dani Glass performed especially
well, making a total of 19 saves
to Carroll’s two. “The first half
was mostly defensive,” said sophomore Kirstin Edwards. “We were
adjusting to having players in new
positions, and we gave up a lot of
corner kicks. Defensively we were
communicating really well, espe-

See page 12

Staff Writer

____________________________________

The women of Lawrence’s
volleyball team packed in three
matches this weekend, two of
which were important Midwest
Conference matches.
Though play started Friday
night against Grinnell, the team
spent the week training hard to
prepare. When asked how the
team got themselves ready for
the long weekend, senior Kate
Rosenbalm replied, “We watched
a lot of film of both teams as
well as going through their rotations in practice to examine their
offenses.”
The strategizing paid off, as
the Vikes defeated Grinnell 3-1
on Friday, Oct. 4 on their home
court. In the first of four games,
Lawrence dominated the attack
and crushed Grinnell 25-6. Not
willing to give up, however,
Grinnell came back in the second
match to win 30-28. Lawrence’s

attack was too strong for Grinnell
overall, with sophomores Megan
Conley and Terese Swords contributing 14 and 11 kills respectively. Senior Di McLeod played
an incredible match, offering up
41 assists, seven kills, 11 digs and
three blocks. The Vikings’ defense
was lead by senior Kathleen
Rowland, who had 29 digs. With
such strong offense and defense,
the Vikes came out with a victory,
beating Grinnell 25-19 and 30-28
in the last two games.
Saturday, Oct. 5 was no easy
day for the Vikes, as they took on
two very tough teams. They began
the day at 11:00 a.m. against
Cornell, their second Conference
matchup of the weekend. Conley
and Swords had a combined 13
kills and McLeod offered up 20
assists. Unfortunately, this was
not enough to stop the Cornell
offense, which came out on top
3-0 by the following scores: 25-17,
25-15, and 25-17. Senior Taylor

See page 12

Statistics are courtesy of www.
mchahockey.com and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
Oct. 09, 2013.
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Men’s soccer drops to
sixth place in MWC
Zach Ben-Amots

Staff Writer

________________________

At the halfway point of the
season, the LU men’s soccer program remains in contention in
the Midwest Conference (MWC),
currently sitting in sixth place
with a overall record of 4-5-1.
The team seems to have gained
some level of stability after suffering all season from injuries. On
that front, Lawrence’s effort this
weekend was very encouraging,
despite losing Sunday’s game to
Carroll University, 3-1. The game
was pushed back from Saturday
after weather delayed all varsity
sport activity.
The game against the
Pioneers remained scoreless
throughout the first 70 minutes,
in large part due to some great
work from freshman goalkeeper
Joe Krivit. Finally, Lawrence freshman Max Loebl scored at 72:20.
Less than a minute later, however,
Krivit allowed the first Carroll
goal on a free kick from senior
Mark Gore. Krivit let in another
quick goal on a penalty kick at
74:43, while the final goal was
scored in the 86th minute. Despite
those scores, Krivit had a great
game with ten saves on the day.
“Two of the goals were scored on

penalty kicks, so the final score
was kind of a fluke,” said freshman Matt Larson on the defeat.
“But Carroll’s at the top of the
Conference right now, so we’re
still feeling good about the game.
If we play like that every game,
I really believe we can beat any
team.”
The men’s soccer program
suffered some initial setbacks
after losing three starters to
torn ACL’s within the first couple
weeks of the season. “We’ve had
a lot of knee and leg injuries,” said
Larson. “But having ten freshman
has helped a ton. A lot of players
have been stepping up into new
roles nicely. I think we are poised
for a nice run for the rest of the
season and in the coming years.”
Following
the
loss,
Lawrence’s conference record fell
to 2-2, while Carroll’s rose to 3 - 1.
With two matchups against conference opponents Beloit College
and St. Norbert College in the next
week, the Vikings will need to
keep up the hard work to improve
their spot in the MWC standings. Those games will occur on
Saturday Oct. 12 and Wednesday
Oct. 16, respectively. They will
both play a large part in determining if the Vikings’ playoff hopes
will be realized.

Women’s tennis struggles
vs. Carroll and Beloit
Erik Soderlund

Staff Writer

________________________

Women’s tennis had a rough
go in this weekend’s round of
matches. On Saturday, Oct. 5, they
faced conference-leading Carroll
(10-4, 3-0 MWC). Lawrence
split the singles matches with
some great wins. Junior Hannah
Geoffrey (No. 2) won her match
6-4, 6-2, against Carroll’s Megan
Rosenburg to get it going for the
Vikings. Then freshman Katie
Frankel (No. 4) added to the
split with her 6-3, 6-4 victory.
Finally, senior Polly Dalton (No.
5) showed some veteran leadership by powering through a tough
7-5, 6-2, victory over opponent
Samantha Hoynord. However, it
just wasn’t enough as Carroll managed to sweep Lawrence in the
doubles, defeating them with a
final score of 6-3.
A quick turn around for the
Vikings came on Sunday, as they
would face a seemingly weaker opponent, the Buccaneers
of Beloit College. Lawrence fell
behind 2-1 after doubles pairs,
Hannah Geoffrey/Ali Heiring (No.
1) and Katie Frankel/Allison Juda
(No. 3) both lost their matches. In
the meantime No. 2 pair Gayatri
Malhotra and Polly Dalton, captured Lawrence’s only doubles
win of the weekend.
In
singles
play,
the
Buccaneers were too strong for
the Vikings beating them in five
out of six matches. Malhotra (No.
1), Geoffrey (No. 2), and Heiring
(No. 3) all lost their singles match-

es two straight sets. Lawrence
continued to fight hard, though,
and showed strong play through
Polly Dalton, Melissa Heeren (No.
5), and Brenna Decker (No. 6).
Junior Melissa Heeren picked up
the only singles win for Lawrence
6-4, 6-1, over Beloit’s Paola
Schnabel. Senior Brenna Decker’s
match went to three sets as she
worked hard to earn Lawrence
another tally on the scoreboard.
Unfortunately, Libby Storrick of
the Buccaneers was a little more
resilient winning 4-6, 6-2, 6-4.
Polly Dalton’s singles match
was a nail-biter. After losing the
first set 6-4, Dalton shrugged it off
and came back strong in the second. She dominated her opponent
up and down the court, capturing
the second set, 6-2. Dalton and
Beloit’s Maria Mears went toe-totoe in the final set forcing a tiebreaker. But the Buccaneers were
just too much for the Vikings in
this one, as Dalton lost 7-2, (7-6)
in the end.
These were Lawrence’s seventh and eighth losses of the
season, putting them at a current record of 7-8 (1-2 MWC).
With the win on Saturday Oct. 5,
Carroll managed to secure their
spot in the MWC team tournament, while Beloit remains just
above Lawrence in the standings
8-7, (2-2 MWC).
Be sure to show women’s
tennis some support if you find
yourself in the Green Bay area
this weekend on Sunday Oct. 13.
The Vikings will take on rival St.
Norbert in De Pere, WI. This will
be the last regular season match
for the Vikings.

Athletes of the Week
By: Andrew Borresen

Andy Paider: Football
Andy earned the Midwest
Conference Defensive Player of the
Week after recording a seasonbest seven tackles for loss and 14
total tackles vs. Illinois College on
Saturday, Oct. 5.
1. Many do not understand the offseason preparation of D3 athletes.
Tell us a little about your offseason
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
training regimen.
Our off-season is not just contained
to the summer months. The football
team begins preparing for the upcomPhoto courtesy of Paul Wilke
ing season as soon as we return to
campus following winter break. We
have team lifts at 6:00 a.m. four days a week leading up until the end of the school year. During
Spring Term, we have two weeks of practice where we are allowed to have contact with our coaches
on top of the morning lifts.
2. Take us through your basic game day. Do you have a favorite part of game day prep?
On game days, we have a team breakfast or lunch depending upon the time of our game and then
head over to the gym to get ready for the game. My favorite part of game day prep is listening to
music in the locker room while I get dressed.

3. What is your favorite part of a game?
My favorite part of the game has to be our defense making a big stop to swing the momentum in our
favor.

4. What are your goals for the rest of the season?
My goals for the rest of the season include our team improving each game and winning the remainder
of our games. We have played tough and should be very competitive the rest of the year.

5. If you could go out to dinner with any three people in the history of the world, who would it
be and why?
John Lynch, because he was my favorite football player growing up; JFK because of his impact on
America during his presidency; and Bill Engvall because he is hilarious and I can’t imagine how much
fun eating dinner with him would be.

Elizabeth Landes: Cross Country
Photo provided

Liz led the women’s cross country team to
a notable second place of finish out of 29
teams this past weekend at the Wisconsin
Lutheran Invitational. Landes recorded a
time of 24:30.2 and finished in 11th place in
the women’s race.

1. Many do not understand the offseason
preparation of D3 athletes. Tell us a little
about your offseason training regimen.
Running no matter what.

2. Take us through the day of a meet. Any
favorite part of meet day prep?
Wake up. Yoga. Snack. Foam roll. More snacks.
Yeah, we warm up, stretch and whatnot, but
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
racing is so much of a mental game. I feel
like the most important preparation happens on the inside. I slip my headphones on and listen to
AWOLNATION’s “Kill Your Heroes,” while I target teammates to dance at. I go into my own little world.
It’s a happy place.
3. What is your favorite part of a meet?
Aside from the dancing, the best part is being done…that combination tired-silly-strangely energetic
feeling that you get. Plus, you get to eat all of the foodstuffs.
4. What are your goals for the rest of the season?
I’d like to finally win an eating contest.

5. If you could go out to dinner with any three people in the history of the world, who would it
be?
Zooey Deschanel, Ananda (Buddha’s best friend), and my fish, Ray Charles, who died this morning.
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Healthy Viking program encourages wellness
Claire Hoy

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________________

Beach-bod season may be over, but it’s
never too late to get fit, and college is the
perfect place to do it. Many of us pass by the
Wellness Center on our way to the Café and
Andrew Commons for meals and snacks.
Whether this was meant to induce guilt
or not, it is oddly strategic placement. The
Wellness Center offers several fantastic fitness classes to students, but this year they
debuted the new “Healthy Viking” personal
training program.
For some, it can be difficult to find
the motivation to go to the gym and work
out. It becomes even more difficult when
the weight room looks like a medieval torture chamber. A lot of fitness machines
are intimidating because of the threat of
injury or general confusion as to what this
contraption is supposed to do. Most people
don’t know which exercises are best for
them, or they simply don’t know the correct way to do them. With the Healthy
Viking program, fitness no longer has to be
a mystery.
I signed up for the personal training program after fumbling around at my
own gym back home for the past three
months. Sweaty men dominated the weight
room, lifting seventy-five pound weights
like cotton balls. I would attempt one of the
machines, realize that I had no idea what I
was doing, and quietly slip out of the room
before one of the Arnold Schwarzeneggers
crushed me. I was tired of feeling like a deer
caught in the headlights while everyone
around me pumped and perspired.

While personal training at that gym
was offered at an astronomical price, here
it’s free, so I jumped at the chance. Now
I have two sessions a week with senior
Cory Paquette, a member of the softball
team. The Healthy Viking program pairs

some of my knowledge and talents to help
other people.”
Accountability is essential when trying
to lose weight or improve general fitness
and it can be a great help to students.
“I really wanted to get in shape and

Student trainer Cory Paquette looks on as Claire Hoy trains in weight room.
Photo by Nathan Lawrence

experienced student athletes with the participants. “I get to meet other students that
I wouldn’t meet otherwise and they get to
meet upperclassmen,” said Paquette.
Personal training wasn’t something
she’d ever thought she’d be doing, but she
found that, “It’s something that I have a lot
of personal interest in, lifting weights and
working out. I’m really glad that I get to use

I’m not very good at holding myself to standards, so it’s really nice to have someone
else there to do that,” said freshman Annie
Ela, who is training to run a 5k over the
Thanksgiving holiday. “I want to learn how
to run, that’s how I got into it.”
Annie works with Erin Buenzli, the
head of the program, and focuses on exercises that build leg muscle. She’s been

involved in the program for two weeks
and her progress has been noticeable. “I’ve
never been able to run before and I ran for
twenty minutes today. It was really great.”
There are multiple benefits to taking
the time to exercise. Students may find
regular visits to the gym will increase their
mental health and academic performance.
Ela says, “I can always focus a lot better
after I’ve exercised, so I like to do that
before I do work.” The release of endorphins after physical exercise can lift the
mood and help students to gather their
thoughts.
“You know how you just feel really
good about yourself when you get done
working out? That’s a major thing for me.
It just makes you feel happier,” said freshman PJ Uhazie. His reasons for signing
up? “Besides being deathly afraid of the
Freshman 15, I just wanted to stay healthy
and find new ways of exercising.”
Along with the natural mood-enhancement personal training can provide, the
personal trainers can teach students exercises that they will be able to continue on
their own. “I now know how to use some
machines that I didn’t know how to use
before,” said Uhazie.
Personal training that builds a community between younger and older students and bolsters the physical, mental and
emotional health of participants should not
be passed up. The program allows for two
forty-five minute sessions per week, tailored to the specific needs and goals of the
student. Those interested can sign up by
emailing erin.buenzli@lawrence.edu.

Secret lives of our profs
Assistant Professor of biology Brian Piasecki
Kristen Bratonja
For The Lawrentian

__________________________________________

Assistant Professor Brian Piasecki’s
life revolves around dissecting questions
about living things and figuring out how
they work. This Assistant Professor of
Biology has been teaching at Lawrence
since 2011, but he is far from his hometown, Plano, Texas. Piasecki describes it
as “a pretty suburban place with lots of
strip malls and roads and middle class
houses that look like cookie-cutter houses.” However, he never fully felt comfortable there, and he had a journey to take
before he finally arrived at the place that
would be perfect for him.
Piasecki did not know until his junior
year of college at the University of North
Texas that he wanted to teach biology, but
his passion for biology was sparked years
prior. “I was influenced by my freshman
biology teacher, Mrs. Poovey; she was
really a lot of fun and she made biology a
lot of fun,” reflected Piasecki.
When asked why he decided to teach
biology as a career, Piasecki enthusiastically replied, “I ended up deciding that I
really liked the types of questions I could
answer in biology. I really enjoyed learning how living things work. There are
two different broad types of mindsets;
you’re either taking patterns that you
see and trying to understand things as
a whole, or you can deconstruct something and understand how it works at its
most intricate level. That’s how my brain

works best.”
After earning his B.S. at the
University of North Texas, his M.A. at the
University of Texas at Austin, his Ph.D. at
the University of Minnesota, and completing his postdoctoral fellowship at the
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, he was
offered a temporary job here at Lawrence
University, which turned into a full-time
job as Assistant Professor of Biology.
Piasecki loves teaching here, and is
able to transfer his passion for biology to
his students. Piasecki described his joy
of teaching students: “I’m either turning
them on to science or really getting to
see them blossom and bud into whatever field of biology is most interesting
to them. There’s always an element of
newness in my job which keeps me feeling fresh.”
Piasecki says what he loves most
about teaching is that he loves “being
in the classroom with the students and
interacting with them one-on-one.” What
he hates the most about teaching is being
“saturated by the workload.” He has
many classes that are maximum size for
Lawrence, and because he highly values
grading well, he has a lot to do outside of
the lecture hall.
In his (limited) free time, Piasecki
likes to hike, camp, bike and play soccer
with other professors on an intramural
team. However, he says his free time
“mostly revolves around his one year old
right now.” He also added with a smile,
“It’s awesome!” Aside from his adorable
little girl, Piasecki is grateful to be living

Assistant Professor Brian Piasecki in front of lab equipment.
Photo by Will Melnick

in Appleton because it is so safe and he
can bike to work.
Piasecki obviously loves biology and
teaching biology, but he also has another
passion one might never guess. When
asked if he could have any other job, he
said: “I think bridges are really cool…so
maybe building bridges!” He is fascinated
by the Works Progress Administration,
the famed infrastructure portion of the
New Deal, and said he would be interested in being a scholar of that, as well.
We are certainly lucky Mrs. Poovey

instigated Piasecki’s passion not only for
biology but for learning back in high
school. His infectious passion is catching,
whether it is about biology or bridges,
and we are lucky he has found his home
here. As a closing remark to the students
of Lawrence University, Piasecki urges
students to “Take one of my classes!”
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Connies and athletes united by a common lifestyle
Jeannine Schulz
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

When you see a group of students
walking around campus sporting t-shirts
and sweatpants, chances are you’re looking
at a group of athletes. But don’t be turned
off by their casual garb or pack-like mentality; it’s easy for athletes to get swept up
into the world of sports that I like to call
“gymnado.”
Walking through the doors of
Alexander Gymnasium is kind of like walking into a bomb shelter. The thick, unforgiving cement slab walls create the illusion
that you’re walking into an impregnable
fortress. Yet despite the gloomy atmosphere
and mazelike stairways, for Lawrence athletes, Alex is home.
When you go away to college, there
is a lot of talk about “finding your niche.”
Some people join sororities or fraternities,
clubs or rely on their residence halls to find
a community where they are accepted. For
athletes, this niche is easy to find: It’s your
sports team.
As a Lawrence athlete, I’ll admit that
our recent records aren’t, well, stellar.
We’re a small school and our athletes really

do prioritize academics before sports. But
even though we aren’t always top of our
Conference, I don’t know a single athlete
who would quit sports because of a losing
record.
Being an athlete is like having instant
friends, or at the very least finding people
who have to tolerate you. It’s a sports cliché that a team is like a family; even if it’s
dysfunctional, you have to stick with your
family.
Walking into Andrew Commons, it’s
pretty apparent which tables are made up
of athletes. Teams returning from practice
are usually the ones wearing sweatpants,
t-shirts and adorned with icepacks Saranwrapped to their extremities.
While athletes consider this perfectly
normal garb, I often over hear non-athletes
speculating about injuries, icepacks or “how
some people can leave their rooms dressed
like that.” To me, this all seems normal. But
observing campus, I’m forced to accept that
there is an invisible divide between athletes
and the rest of campus; more specifically,
the Conservatory.
While there are some crossover students who excel in both sports and music,
for the most part, these two groups don’t

Girls volleyball team practices in Alex Gym.
Photo by Brenna Ori

The Week in Photos

Conservatory students relax on the Con couches.
Photo by Brenna Ori

overlap. On the surface, it seemed like an
obvious divide. But upon closer inspection,
I concluded that, although our techniques
are drastically different, the mindset of a
“connie” and a “gym-rat” are startlingly
similar in one way: We’re both obsessively
passionate.
Musicians and athletes both practice
for hours on end with no tangible results at
the end of their labors. There are expectations in both fields to improve yourself, but
when it comes right down to it, nobody is
paying you to practice. For hours on end,
athletes and musicians labor over infinitesimal details that anyone not practiced
in our field would hardly recognize. Yet we
constantly strive to reach the unattainable
goal of perfection.
Although infrequently compared, even
the facilities of Alex and the Conservatory
are used similarly. Conservatory students
congregate around the couches; athletes loiter around the training room. Conservatory
students grumble about the distance from
the Con to the rest of campus; athletes
complain about taking the shuttle over to
Alex. Conservatory students are habitually heading to the practice rooms; athletes
regularly drag themselves to the weight

room. Conservatory students are forced to
work school around their rehearsals and
performances; athletes’ schedules revolve
around their practices and games.
Despite the inconvenience of getting
there, when given the choice, most athletes
choose to go to Alex instead of working out
at the Wellness Center or the YMCA. While
it’s undeniable that the Wellness Center
and the YMCA are both easier to get to and
are equipped with more modern and versatile workout facilities, there’s something
about the familiar thick brick walls and
home court experience that draws athletes
to make the mile trek over to Alex.
Besides all the complimentary perks
enjoyed by athletes, such as having their
laundry done overnight for free and having
athletic trainers available to them rehabilitate their injuries, for many, Alex is where
mentors can be found in the form of coaches. The relationship between an athlete
and their coach is often a balance between
mother and drill sergeant.
Whichever end of the spectrum your
coach ends up on, your team serves as
a welcome distraction from the constant
reminder of stress and workload that
comes with college.

Eryn Wecker

After getting that first disappointing
exam back, it’s easy to adopt an apathetic,
resigned attitude, especially towards your
least favorite classes. It’s human nature to
gravitate toward what you like, but neglecting the lesser-loved coursework doesn’t
make it go away. Now is the perfect time to
have an intervention with yourself. Get a
tutor, find a new, more effective study spot,
talk over the lecture material with a classmate. These small changes implemented
now will make you a much happier camper
come tenth week.
When you talk with your parents on
the phone, there’s a good chance you get
questions like, “Are you eating enough? Are
you getting enough sleep? Are you exercising at all?” While it can be pesky coming
from your parents, they might be on to
something. It seems to be a distinct part
of college culture to wreak as much havoc
on your body in four years as possible. You
may wonder why it’s so hard to concentrate
on Kant when you’re stomach is growling
and you have a raging migraine from that
two day bender. It’s a game of sacrifice and
it’s not always easy. Break a sweat, even for
fifteen minutes. Get a massage. Choke down
some broccoli with your french fries. Then
at least you can ward off those questions
next time your parents call.
Fourth week: Who likes it? But the
good news is there’s still time to make the
weeks to come more bearable. Small changes can help get over that midterm hump
and charging bravely forward towards the
tenth week beast.

How to: Avoid midterm slump
Features Co-editor

_______________________________________________

View of train tracks on a rainy day.
Photo by Kristen Bratonja

Audience awaits Kaleidoscope.
Photo by Eryn Wecker

If you have a photo you would like to submit to be featured, email lawrentianfeatures@gmail.com

Tropos

continued from page 1

share their work.”
Due to the success of the poetry reading, the Tropos staff is encouraged in seeking a greater presence on campus. They
hope more publicity will aid them as they
look for new work to include in their yearly

publication.
“One year we got like six different photos of flowers and we couldn’t take them all
or else it was going to look like a gardening
magazine,” said Gilbert. “So we try to balance it, try to take things that seem fresh
and striking in some way.”
Students can look forward
to more Tropos poetry nights this term.
Submissions for the magazine, due Friday
Oct. 25, or general questions about Tropos

Is it just me or is fourth week a bit of
wet blanket? A lot of people have expressed
their distaste of the week before the offical
middle of the term to me lately. From exams
to projects, the year is in full swing. Perhaps
everyone just thinks this term has been
particularly bad because we forget every
year just how unfortunate it is to readjust
to academic life after summer. Nonethless,
the pain is real and I have some suggestions
to make it a little less excruciating.
My co-intern last summer once
described academic life at Harvard as
“ducks swimming on a lake.” She explained
how on the surface the ducks look peaceful, but beneath the surface the ducks are
wildly paddling to stay afloat. Fourth week
can definitely feel like paddling in more
ways than one.
Everyone recognizes that Lawrence is
a challenging environment academically
but we don’t always talk about how challenging the social environment can be.
Have you ever walked through campus
with your sweatpants on, feeling deathly
ill, and speedwalked to your room praying
that you don’t have to run into someone
and engage in small talk for three minutes?
While movies and TV often portray college
as a constant state of partying and socializing, it’s important to realize it’s okay to
take a break. It’s okay to skip a party once
in a while to lie in bed and watch “Breaking
Bad” instead. Maybe you’ll even thank yourself come Monday.
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Fast-paced Kaleidoscope showcases diversity of the Conservatory
Kelsey Priebe
Staff Writer

_________________________

On Saturday, Oct. 5, the
Lawrence University Conservatory
presented the fourth incarnation
of Kaleidoscope, a 75 minute,
300 student, 14 ensemble musical extravaganza. Kaleidoscope is
performed every other year at the
Fox Valley Performing Arts Center
but was unfortunately cancelled
last year due to conflicting dates
with the visiting musical “War
Horse.” The center was unsurprisingly packed, just as it was the
last time the concert was performed in the fall of 2010. The
performance itself is an extremely
fast paced sampling of a variety
of different musical departments
within the Conservatory and, contrary to normal concert etiquette,
applause is not allowed between
performances.
Sambistas began the night
with a bang, literally, as they
descended through the audience
to the stage, chanting the piece
“Brazilian Batucada.” This loud,
exciting and upbeat performance
was truly the best introduction to
the non-stop musical experience.
From the balcony, the Quartet
Masque of strings then performed
Haydn’s “String Quartet in D
Major.” This beautiful piece demonstrated the technical skill of the
performers and contrasted wonderfully with Sambistas’ previous
performance.
Next, the women’s choir,
Cantala, performed “The Bike Let

Loose” by Edie Hill. While the lyrics were slightly eccentric, Cantala
was, as ever, an excellent blend of
harmonies.
Heads turned again as senior
soprano Graycie Gardner performed a haunting aria from VillaLobos’ Bachnias Brasileiras No.
5, along with a host of cello students from a balcony, right before
Wind Ensemble drew everyone’s
attention back to the stage with
“Early Light” by Carolyn Bremer.
Suddenly, piano was introduced
into the mix of instruments
through fifth-years oboist Amber
Verser and violist Abby Wagner
and senior pianist Thomas Lee’s
performance of “Leidenschaftlich
erregt” from Schilflieder, op. 28 by
August Klughardt.
Again on the main stage, the
Symphonic Orchestra and soloists seniors Gabriella Guilfoil and
Zoie Reams, sang “Belle Nuit”
from Tales of Hoffman by Jacques
Offenbach. Guilfoil and Reams
expressed their professional level
of performance through unrivaled
technical and melodic skill.
Back in the balcony, “Bordel
1900” from Histoire du Tango was
played by junior soprano saxophonist Joe Connor and senior
percussionist Greg Riss on marimba. The technical skill of both men
was incredible and the piece itself
was uniquely upbeat and jazzy.
After Gamelan Chaya Asri
performed the mystical “Sekar
Jagat” on the main stage, the repertoire reverted back to something more familiar with a tribute the The Beatles—played
rather surprisingly by The Viking

Seniors Gabriella Guilfoil and Zoie Reams perform “Belle Nuit” with the Orchestra, Wind Ensemble and Cantala and Concert Choirs.
Photo courtesy of Rachel Crowl

Bassoon Ensemble.
Finally, piano had its time to
truly shine with “Sabre Dance”
by Aram Khatchaturian, played by
senior Cameron Pieper and junior
Elizabeth Vaughan. The dueling
aspect gives the pianists a chance
to really strut their stuff.
From here, the concert began
its final large performances. The
orchestra performed “Malambo
from Four Dances from Estancia,”
op. 8a, composed by Alberto
Ginastera. Next, an unseen Concert
Choir sang Rachmaninoff ’s
“Priidite, polkonimsya” from the
top balcony before Jazz Ensemble

injected jazz and volume back into
the repertoire.
Finally, all of the night’s performers took to the stage and
balconies to perform Beethoven’s
classic “Symphony no. 9.” The
sheer force of the sound and technique from the variety of instruments and voices created an ending that did justice to the unique
concert.
There can never be true criticism of Kaleidoscope as it has a
type of performance and melody for every audience member.
While I was sad to see it cancelled last year, the three year

gap allowed for some singularly
moving moments to be observed
as students who were freshmen
for Kaleidoscope 2010 took principal roles in this incarnation.
Ultimately, Kaleidoscope serves
to do two main things. Firstly,
it serves to express the variety and skill within Lawrence’s
Conservatory of Music. Secondly,
it serves to showcase the impressive amount of development our
musicians undergo in every year
of their training. No matter how
many concerts you’ve seen in your
time at Lawrence, Kaleidoscope
will always be a must see.

Placebo’s “Loud Like Love” deals with Optimistic Feral Children
youth and celebrates teenage emotions performs in Cloak Theater
Angela Butler
Staff Writer

________________________

As the seventh studio album
of the British alternative rock
band Placebo, “Loud Like Love”
presents itself as the voice of
an angst-ridden teenager wailing about love. The high-pitched
vocals of lead singer Brian Molko
backed by the guitar riffs by guitarist-bassist Stefan Olsdal and
the drum-thumping beats of Steve
Forrest sing about craving love
and craving distance.
As the title track of the
album, “Loud Like Love” starts
things off good and strong with a
fantastic guitar riff backed by an
awesome drum beat. The upbeat
tempo coupled with the lyrics
“For all of our youth, we have
craved them, their beauty and
their truth” and the two-worded
chorus, where Brian Molko sings
“Breathe breathe breathe breathe
believe believe” makes it a perfect
teen anthem song. Listening to
this for the first time made me
imagine that I was at a concert
with a few close friends, jumping
around, celebrating what a beautiful mess our youth was.
The second track on the
album, “Scene of the Crime,” continues the teen anthem style with
the clapping beat in the background as Molko wails about the
uncertainty of love and lust. The
clapping beat is repetitive yet
infectious. The next track, titled
“Too Many Friends,” is a favorite
as it discusses the effects of technology on meeting new people.

The lyrics, however, are not what
makes this track so good. The
band introduces a nice dose of
piano and synth to the album’s
sound here, and it somehow
works perfectly with Molko’s
vocals. On top of that, the song’s
official video on YouTube, featuring acclaimed writer Bret Easton
Ellis doing a voiceover, is pretty
darn cool. Track number four,
titled “Hold On To Me,” opens with
a string introduction and features
Molko reciting a monologue as the
guitars wail in the background. As
the monologue states, this track
may make you feel like you are
being transformed into awakened
multidimensional beings.
Following “Hold On To Me,”
the album then proceeds to “Rob
The Bank,” which is essentially
about loving someone so much
that you would rob a bank for
them. The lyrics are tongue-incheek and the bass in this track is
a real highlight as it takes a leading part in the melody. The piano
comes back in “A Million Little
Pieces.” The track takes a somber
turn in terms of both the lyrics
and the sound. With lines like
“But I’m leaving this worry town
/ Please, no grieving my love,
understand,” it’s the closest thing
to a ballad on the album. The next
track, “Exit Wounds,” continues
with the somber lyrics and sound.
The difference between this track
and “A Million Little Pieces” is
that the piano takes on a more
“electric” sound while the guitar
takes a backseat. Things are taken
up a notch once the song hits
the chorus and the guitar works
splendidly with the synth. With

Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_____________________

lyrics like “Want you so bad I can
taste it / But you are nowhere
to be found,” the song deals with
something relatable: Craving the
attention and love of another.
“Purify” starts things off
with a dance-y beat. This is the
track you should listen to should
you feel the need to dance or yell
or both. The next track, “Begin
the End,” features a simple yet
lovely guitar riff playing alongside
a sparse drumbeat. Though it is
not a typical ballad, it is probably
one of the more downtempo and
atmospheric tracks found on the
album. On the final track, “Bosco,”
the lovely piano and strings carry
Molko’s voice as he sings about
feeling as if one is not worth
another’s love and care. It’s a
great track if you are looking for
something a lot slower than the
rest of the tracks on this album.
All in all, the entire album
is more upbeat than downtempo
as it sings about love in all of its
complexity. But for those who prefer the downtempo sounds of this
band rather than their upbeat,
crazy sounds, you will still find
something to enjoy on this album.

Seeing as this generation
of college students undoubtedly grew up watching re-runs of
“Whose Line is it Anyway?” on
ABC Family, there can be no question regarding the current appeal
of improvisational comedy. That’s
why last Friday, Oct. 4, Lawrence’s
improv team Optimistic Feral
Children (OFC) had a near-full
audience in the Cloak Theater for
their first show of the year.
OFC, formerly Hi, I’mProv,
was formed in its first iteration in fall 2011. The beginning
was purportedly rocky, but the
team gained a large amount of
support regardless. The following year stepped it up a notch as
seniors Brian Zindler and Joram
Zbichorski stepped in as leaders.
Senior Erik Morrison, one of
the founding members, who had
studied abroad at the beginning of
the 2012-2013 school year, commented on the improvement:
“By the time I was back, we
already had a much more stable
dynamic on the team, and we
could start doing the harder and
more scene-based long-form
improv style regularly.”
Developments
continued
when OFC participated in a workshop with Chicago comedy group
Octavarius when they visited campus.
“We learned a lot from
them, which brought us together
even more as a team,” continued
Morrison. “They suggested we try
to hang out as much as possible,

even live together.”
OFC applied for themed
housing as a result, which is how
Comedy House came to be this
year.
The team is currently
made up of twelve members:
Co-leaders Zbichorski, Zindler
and Morrison; members sophomores Jon Hanrahan and Micayla
Hutton, seniors Shannon Kreuser,
Sadie Lancrete, Abi Leveille, Nick
Paulson and Portia Turner; and
new freshmen members Regina
Cornish Morales and Ridley
Tankersley.
“I’m very excited to be
cast on the team this year,” said
Tankersley. “Everyone has been
real nice and our practices thus far
have been swell.”
Response to the first show
was very positive from both the
group and audience members.
New this year is the use of the
Cloak Theater, which the group
always wanted as a performance
space but was never confident in
filling until now.
“It was a fantastic space,”
Morrison said, “and hopefully
we’ll be able to perform there a
lot this year.”
Games played included Oneliners, World’s Worst, Emotional
Party, Spelling Bee, Rotation,
Slideshow, Survivor and Le Ronde.
The team hopes to incorporate
more scene-based games in the
future, as they work on scenes a
lot in practice and they seem to be
their strength.
“For this show we had a very
loose Stephen Sondheim theme,”

See page 12
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“Half of a Yellow Sun” Joseph Gordon-Levitt’s “Don Jon”
exposes Nigerian conflict critiques the romantic comedy
Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

_________________________

Half of a yellow sun proudly
rises in the center of the Republic
of Biafra’s red, black and greenstriped flag. You might not recognize the name Biafra, perhaps
because the Republic of Biafra
only existed for three years,
between 1967 and 1970, and perhaps because the world largely
turned away while millions of
people died in Biafra due to ethnic
conflict and starvation during the
Nigerian Civil War.
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
has inherited the African postcolonialist literary tradition that
includes Nigerian writer Chinua
Achebe. Her novel, “Half of a
Yellow Sun,” chronicles the secession of the southeastern section of
Nigeria, which was home to much
of the ethnic Igbo population in
Nigeria.
As happened to many former
colonies in Africa after achieving
independence from Great Britain,
the borders of the new state of
Nigeria were drawn without
regard to previously existing ethnic boundaries. Nigeria is therefore home to many distinct ethnic and cultural groups, including
Hausa, Fulani, Yoruba and Igbo,
who practice many religions, most
prominently Islam, animism and
Christianity.
Igbo, due to laws meant to
reduce inequality between minority groups in Nigeria, received
preference in government positions that caused resentment
among other Nigerian ethnic
groups. The Igbo’s cultural and

religious differences also led to
tensions with other groups. After
an Igbo military coup of the government in 1966, ethnic violence
against the Igbo led them to create
the secessionist state of Biafra,
beginning a civil war.
Adichie demonstrates a commanding grasp of the history
before and during the Biafran conflict, especially considering that
she didn’t live through it, although
she thanks her family, especially
her parents, for sharing their stories in her acknowledgments. She
very successfully integrates factual history with fictional story,
bringing the tragedy of Biafra to
life for readers who may have
never heard of it before.
Seeing the conflict through
the eyes of Adichie’s vivid characters humanizes the sometimes
abstract tolls of war; perhaps the
inability to imagine the humanity
of those affected by war is what
allowed the rest of the world to
deny aid to the dying Biafrans
during the civil war. Excerpts from
a fictional book called “The World
Was Silent When We Died” appear
periodically throughout the story,
retrospectively reflecting on the
Biafran experience. Adichie certainly gives voice to the victims
through the lives and deaths of
her characters.
However, “Half of a Yellow
Sun” ultimately left me dissatisfied with the novel as a story even
though it worked well as history. Although Adichie has a flair
for creating unique characters, I
couldn’t help but feel that they
functioned more as plot devices
than living, breathing humans
whom you could potentially meet

See page 12

Ethan Perushek
For The Lawrentian

________________________

“There’s only a few things I
really care about in life. My body.
My pad. My ride. My family. My
church. My boys. My girls... and
my porn.” This is the opening line
of the new romantic comedy “Don
Jon,” which focuses on the modern disillusionment of relationships that comes from our media,
whether it be porn or romantic
movies.
Written and directed by
Hollywood’s Renaissance man,
Joseph Gordon-Levitt, the film
takes an honest, albeit funny, look
at pornography and the effect
that it has on the modern man.
Jon, played by Gordon-Levitt, is
the typical Jersey Shore man,
obsessed with his image and picking up a new lady every night at
the club. Although he scores on
the regular, he finds the pornographic images on his computer to
be much better.
Jon breaks his streak of a new
woman—ranked as either an 8 or
9 by him and his friends—every
night when he sees the true prize:
Barbara Sugarman, played by
Scarlett Johansson. Barbara represents romance movies, the other
part of media that prompts false
ideas about relationships. She eats
up every lie spilled in those movies. Jon and Barbara go and see
a fictional movie starring Anne
Hathaway and Channing Tatum
that nails the cheesy aesthetic and
feel of romance movies, where the
pretty man gives up everything
for the pretty woman to be with

her—Barbara’s favorite part.
Both Johansson and GordonLevitt play their parts perfectly.
They are endearing, but still have
moments where you hate their
characters. Ultimately, they are
both hilarious.
The rest of the cast is admirable, as well. Tony Danza plays
Jon’s misogynistic father, Jon Sr,
who is a carbon copy of Jon himself. Brie Larsson plays GordonLevitt’s sister, Monica, who is
forever texting and scowling. His
doting mother, Angela, is played
by Glenne Headly, who depicts the
perfect aging mother looking for
grandchildren.
And finally, Julianne Moore
has a surprising turn as Jon’s night
school classmate, Esther. Moore
does a phenomenal job; however,
her role is crucial to the plot and
I will not divulge any more information on her remarkable performance.
For a first film, Gordon-Levitt
has written a fresh, funny story
that is a surprising, frank and telling satire of American culture.
While uproariously funny, the film
still manages to be touching and
poignant, which is quite a feat. It
also walks the fine line between
playing with the stereotypes of
romantic comedies and romance
and staying away from those very
tropes.
As for direction and cinematography, the film is not gorgeous
or mind blowing, but it does
hold its own. The editing, however, is masterful, with GordonLevitt weaving porn clips and his
own direction together to create
moments of awkwardness, making the audience meditate on the
story and what Jon is doing to

himself.
A few key scenes in the
movie that show Jon’s progression
throughout the film are repeated
over and over. Each scene that
is repeated changes slightly and
builds on the others. The progression isn’t always clear, and
we are not always force fed the
symbolism of each scene. This tactic is not new in any way, but it
remains a clever method that ends
up becoming an emotional core of
the film.
“Don Jon” is a great take on
modern romance that is neither
cheesy nor catty. Gordon-Levitt’s
writing and directing debut is
a clever, witty and well-crafted
film with an emotional core to
match its hilarity. With great performances, plenty of laughs and
a strong message that speaks to
modern times and modern people, “Don Jon” is worth a watch.

Experimental music piece “Inuksuit” takes over Main Hall Green
Anna Buchholz
Staff Writer

________________________

Kicking off this season’s
“New Music at Lawrence” series
was an outdoor performance of
“Inuksuit,” a piece written by contemporary composer John Luther
Adams for up to 99 percussionists.
Dean of the Conservatory of Music
Brian Pertl encompassed the
musical experience by sporting a
shirt that read “Listen Deeply.”
This work was composed to
be performed outdoors, so if you
were wondering why there were
drums, cymbals and other percussion equipment scattered on Main
Hall Green on Sunday, here is your
explanation. The performance was
a collaboration of studios, made
up of the Lawrence University
Percussion Ensemble, LU Flute
Studio, University of WisconsinSteven’s
Point
Percussion
Ensemble,
UW-Oshkosh
Percussion Ensemble and additional LU students and faculty
from the Conservatory, numbering 60 musicians in total.
Based in Alaska, Adams’
works are rooted in the earth and
“Inuksuit” is a perfect example
of this, as it is inspired by stone
sentinels constructed by the Inuit
people of the Arctic centuries earlier. Sunday provided a beautiful
autumn afternoon for the perfor-

mance, with streams of sunlight
hitting newly colored leaves, creating an experience very much
tied to its natural setting.
The structure of the performance calls for musicians spread
out across an expanse of land,
so there were musicians reaching
from the library to the Ormsby
lawn. The audience is encouraged to walk around and “mingle”
among the musicians, hearing
different sounds and interactions
with every step.
The piece began with all the
musicians concentrated in a circular formation in front of Main Hall
and the first section consisted of
“amplified breathing,” made possible with conch shells and breathing through megaphones. As the
students breathed, they spread
across the lawn in all directions
to create the wide circumference
Adams asks for.
The next section began with
the shaking of maracas, opening
the space to all percussion instruments and pitched instruments,
such as vuvuzelas, more conch
shells, rain sticks and whirling
pipes. This landscape of aural
effects then morphed into a more
rhythmic section, with each percussionist taking their place at
set-ups of drums, cymbals, gongs
and bells. Moving across the lawn,
a cacophony of beats and rhythmic ideas circulated around the
space, sometimes matching up

Musicians, audience members and percussion instruments mingle together on Main Hall Green for the experimental piece “Inuksuit.”
Photo by Elizabeth Landes

with another musician and sometimes sounding completely free.
As the drums faded, the cymbals rose and took over the next
section, rising and falling unpredictably. Morphing from the ringing of the cymbals, piccolos began
twinkling like birdcalls from all
over the lawn and even in trees.
Freshman Luis Gonzalez
explained that, “The whole experience of having my first perfor-

mance, at Lawrence be so unique
and interesting as “Inuksuit” is
nothing but amazing. At first I was
confused that I was going to play a
show where there is no conductor,
no clear start or end and breathing for ten minutes. After our full
run through, it was amazing how
a soundscape can be created by
musicians with a simple idea in
mind. With this piece, I just get
excited for what other musical

opportunities are to come.”
Musicians, Lawrentians, families, dogs and anyone who happened to pass by gathered to take
in an experience like none other,
one of truly deep listening. Thank
you to all of the Conservatory faculty who made this happen—it is
yet another example of the wonderful and unique musical experiences Lawrence offers to students,
faculty and community members.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Participatory apathy

We, as Lawrentians, like to complain. It’s a common language, a topic of discourse that allows
the occasional laugh. “The food at Bon Appétit today isn’t as good as it was in Welcome Week. How
come Jill Beck was never around? I hate that there’s only one Big Event every three years. Snow
sucks.” But when the university listens, we don’t react.

Upon taking office this year, President Burstein has attempted to both hear our complaints and
experience our community by appearing at student events and popular hangouts, like the Viking
Room, and Andrew Commons. Holding open office hours with one-on-one meetings is just one
more step in increasing accessibility between the students and our President. This is an opportunity few college students ever have. However, most Lawrentians failed to take advantage of it.

This should have been expected. Lawrentians seem to never have “the time.” This lack of participation was made even more obvious in the recent elections on campus. This year, like several
years before, the Lawrence University Community Council had two uncontested districts. District
four had no candidate at all. But that’s old hat; it’s a staff editorial The Lawrentian has written a
hundred times, a formula with dates to be changed. We get it.

The pattern should be obvious. It’s a problem every type of program on campus has encountered; and whether the cause is apathy, lack of time or a simple desire to participate in something
else, the results are frequently disappointing. That’s fine, but recognize that if you don’t participate,
you don’t get to complain. Take a few days off, enjoy an event and relieve some stress. If you want
to talk about it, our President is always there.

The new Washington syndrome
Jon Hanrahan
Staff Writer

_________________________

PHOTO
POLL

In case you did not know,
some strange things have happened recently in Washington.
The Republican Party’s stauncher members of Congress, led by
House Speaker John Boehner, have
refused to pass any budget that
does not defund the Affordable
Care Act, popularly known as
Obamacare.
Because neither side dared
to compromise, no budget was
passed by Congress’s deadline,
and large portions of the federal government were shut down.
Many Americans, from veterans
to cancer-stricken children, have
since felt the shutdown’s damaging effects.
Throughout the on-going
battle, politicians and journalists
have often referred to the situation as a “hostage crisis.” The metaphor illustrates the scene clearly:
Republicans in Congress—the
captors—are holding a gun to the
head of the federal government,
global economic stability and the
budget, which we can easily imagine as a human hostage, and refusing to put it down until they get
what they want.
This experiment in anthropo-

morphism is useful in examining
the current situation through the
lens of Stockholm Syndrome, a
psychological phenomenon. The
condition describes and explains
why hostages develop positive
feelings towards their captors,
even to the point of defending
them. If Republicans in Congress
have taken the federal government—and, by extension, global
stability—as their hostage, it
could theoretically begin to exhibit the symptoms of Stockholm
syndrome. The complex’s possible
manifestations deserve a thorough examination:
1. The budget could grow
more receptive to drastic cuts,
as a display of sympathy for
Republicans’ balanced-budget
fantasies. Indiscriminate and
destructive sequestrations would
become the norm.
2. The budget could dutifully reflect Republican’s aggressive tactics and perspectives.
While funding for responsibly
compassionate programs such
as Obamacare would be terminated or diminished, funding for
the Pentagon would undoubtedly remain heartily absurd.
Individualism and jingoism would
take precedent over compromise
and mutual empathy.
3. Budgetary hostage crises
could come to be seen as forgivable legislative techniques.

Congressional Republicans would
hold the federal government as
hostage much more often, citing
the current situation as precedent. The dread that legislative
threats of federal shutdowns
could become habit has most
motivated Democrats’ refusal to
negotiate with the hostage-takers.
The diplomatic doctrine of never
negotiating with terrorists now
tragically applies within the legislative and executive branches.
4. The budget could accept
the power structure under its
partisan, authoritarian captors,
rather than functioning as a free
component of the U.S. economy.
While Abraham Lincoln, the first
Republican president, spoke of
government “by the people, for the
people,” the ideological extremists within the current Republican
Party would hold undemocratic
control over the nation’s budget. The budget would be by the
Republicans alone and for the
Republicans alone.
Of course, the conclusions drawn from this extensive
metaphor have their limitations because they are rooted
in the comparison between the
federal government and a cognizant being. Nevertheless, this
calamitous moment in U.S. history deserves to be seen from
every possible perspective, even

See page 12
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Don’t fear the long distance
Will Doreza
Columnist

_________________________

Dear Will,
My girlfriend and I have been
dating since sophomore year of
high school. Now that we’ve both
been away at separate colleges,
I’ve been worrying that we’re starting to lose interest. I still feel like
we love and trust each other fully,
but I can’t help worrying about
the nagging issue of whether or
not we can make this work. Can
high school relationships really last
through college?
Longing in Landis
Dear Longing,
Maintaining a long-distance
relationship through college,
whatever the outcome, is a commendable and ambitious task. I
have tremendous respect for
those who have chosen to commit
themselves to another without
the expectation for physical intimacy. So, as long as you feel that
your relationship is healthy at this
point, I encourage you to take this
challenge head on.
Best-case-scenario: You stay
together through college and
reconnect afterwards. I don’t
need to say much about this—
it’s the final goal of long-distance
relationships and you’ll thank
yourselves that you stuck it out
through college.
You can start the path to this
outcome by admitting to yourself
that no relationship was, is or
ever will be perfect. Love itself is
perfect, but humans are not and
should never expect each other
to be. The struggles you face as
a couple, including long-distance
separation, have the potential to
increase your appreciation and
love for each other.
Making it work takes an
incredible amount of devotion.
Keeping good communication and
finding little ways to be together
on the phone or through Skype is
absolutely essential. Reaffirming
your commitment to your significant other often is very important.
It’s not always going to be convenient or necessarily enjoyable for
you, though, so keep reminding
yourself of the reasons why you
began the relationship in the first
place.

Long distance relationships
are a gamble—so very few of
them last through college. In fact,
not once have I witnessed a high
school relationship last more than
two separated years. Even couples
that had the privilege of seeing
each other every other weekend
would eventually fall victim to the
countless problems that people
face in any other relationship.
Though painful, these breakups are often justified. Cheating is
obviously a deal-breaker for most
people, and many are too impatient to wait for physical intimacy.
Long distance relationships—as
well as short distance ones—can
foster unhealthy dynamics and
cause severe anxiety and emotional distress. Most of the time,
people are simply not interested
in putting time and effort into
maintaining them and avoiding
these results.
If you find yourself in one
of these situations, you’ll break
up and get through it. Eventually,
you’ll accept that decision and
realize you’re happier because of
it. Even further down the road,
you’ll probably meet an even better someone who will make you
much happier.
Many couples, however, don’t
break up because of problems
with the relationship. They break
up simply because they’re afraid it
won’t work and that they will have
wasted their time trying. I often
see sufficiently functional relationships dissolve just because of
the fear that it will fail. Breaking
it off because of this is senseless
and cowardly. It’s only expediting
the failure and eliminating all possibility for future success.
That fear of failure is a lack
of trust—not just one’s trust for
another, but self-trust as well. If
you trust your girlfriend, great
but more importantly, trust that
your willingness to take the risk
and give it your best effort will
give you certainty in whatever you
decide to do.
So, give it a shot! Take it day
by day. Be forgiving and understanding. Don’t dwell on the fear
of the likelihood that it won’t
work out. You may end up with a
broken heart, but trust in yourself
that you’ll come out of this knowing that you had the responsibility
and courage to figure it out.

All Op/Ed Illustrations by Cori Lin

“Write letters to receive
international support.”
-Armelle Otou

“If you were
in prison, how
would you
break out?”
“Call my best friends.”
-Angela Butler

“Eat my way out.”
-Bridget Schumann
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Developing Curricula at Lawrence Is the media making us #dumber?

Jamie Cartwright
Columnist

________________________

In the first edition of
Cartwright’s Committee on
Curriculum, I discussed why it’s
important to pay attention to the
differences between degrees at
Lawrence. Last week, I looked at
the requirements behind those
degrees. But today, I move toward
a deeper question: What are the
objectives that drive Lawrence’s
curriculum today?
I’ll start with an example. For
the past two years, the campus
buzzed with news of a new academic program at Lawrence in
film production. Later, the university announced a major gift from
the Hurvis Charitable Foundation
to initiate the Hurvis Film Center.
And this year, the program opened
with new, creative classes like
Screenwriting, Storyboarding and
Documentary Filmmaking.
How did this new academic
program begin? To answer this
question, let’s go to this week’s
guest Committee Member, the
Lawrence University Strategic
Plan for 2010-2020. Every ten
years or so, Lawrence builds a
strategy for improving the university for the next decade. And as a
community, we build this Strategic
Plan, with contributions from faculty, students and staff. Seniors

might remember that in 2010, at
least one professor visited each
residence hall to collect student
feedback for this new university
strategy. Compiling the Strategic
Plan is an intentionally collaborative process steeped in tradition
and built on relative inclusivity.
If you take a look at the
Strategic Plan for 2010-2020,
you’ll notice there are six
main sections: 1) Enhance the
Transformative Nature of Our
Liberal Arts Education; 2) Create
a Stronger Campus Community;
3) Prepare Students for Life
after Lawrence; 4) Invest in
and Promote Sustainability; 5)
Improve Facilities and Technology;
and 6) Strengthen our Financial
Position.
Nearly every section relates
to curriculum, because topnotch strategy like Lawrence
University’s Strategic Plan attempt
to connect university culture
directly to the classroom experience. For instance, take a look at
Point #2 in the section, “Improve
Facilities and Technology.”
It reads, “Renovate Downer
[Commons] to create a Student
Inter-Arts Commons and a
Welcome and Engagement Center.
Move the Development Office to
Wilson House.”
Obviously, much of this
plan came true this Fall. Downer
Commons became the Hurvis
Center, with an amazing space for
Admissions, facilities for alumni
engagement and a friendly office
for career services. But what’s different is the curricular aspect of

this point. In place of a commons
for Inter-Arts programs, Lawrence
created a film center, dedicated to
specialized film-making like the
Civic Life Project and other documentary films.
To many, the difference
between Inter-Arts and Film
Production may not be significant. After all, Inter-Arts often
uses film, so the two must be
the same, right? Ask any student
who has taken “Inter-Arts: New
Media Projects,” a course by Julie
Lindemann, John Shimon and
Burcu Bakioglu, and they’ll tell
you definitively that Inter-Arts is
much more than film-making.
Inter-Arts is about drawing
from diverse fields as broad as
the humanities, natural sciences
and fine arts, to produce creative
works with meaning. It’s a truly
interdisciplinary area that allows
students to explore broadly and to
create deeply.
In contrast, film production
is a specific mode of art. Yes, films
draw on many subjects, and often
involve research from different
fields, but the practice and pedagogy of film is specialized discipline, as evident by the upsurge
in never-before-seen film classes
offered by the new program this
Fall.
Here, I must ask: How did we
decide as a campus that adding a
new discipline to our curriculum
was a better choice than investing
in an innovative, interdisciplinary
program? The students in InterArts last Spring learned from five

are basically just bad sequels to
Monday. Not many people are
in the mood to celebrate on a
Monday. Additionally, a September
birthday is early in the year, so the
majority of my friends are not
yet 21. In light of all of this, I was
forced to make the best of a bad
situation.
About as soon as I was able
to, I entered a liquor store with
full confidence and bought some
good beer simply because I could.
The cashier proceeded to ask, as
I knew he would, “Can I see your

ID?” And I responded with “Why
yes, yes, you can.” He saw that
it was my birthday and we fist
bumped. It was a great moment.
In some ways, I wish I had
done something a little more
crazy on my actual birthday, if for
nothing more than the anecdote,
but I did have a great weekend
celebration with friends, which is
about all I could ask for.
However, what struck me the
most on my birthday was a text
message from my dad. Aside from
wishing me a happy birthday,

See page 12

Danny Davis

For The Lawrentian

________________________

It wasn’t the Charleston in
the twenties. It wasn’t communism in the fifties or acid in the
sixties. It wasn’t crack in the eighties or Internet pornography in
the nineties, and it certainly isn’t
gay marriage in the new millennium No, none of the most feared
memes in American history have
proven to tear the moral fabric
from under our children’s feet
despite the naysayers and extremists who would love to tell you
otherwise.
Now, there is a new meme,
which we will define here as an
emerging idea in American culture, that is both progressive and
virulent. It is actually weathering
away at the fidelity of American,
and to a greater extent, western
culture. It’s not cyber bullying,
atheism, or medical marijuana:
It’s the hashtag, and if we don’t
get rid of it soon, we’re all going
to die.
Okay, so maybe we aren’t
going to die, but if people start
treating the hashtag and what it
stands for (simple, easily distributed and digested information) as
a hip and exciting new institution
of knowledge rather than a threat
to the fidelity of American culture,
we’re going to walk away from the
Twitter fad dumber than ever.
Consider Barack Obama’s
campaign slogan: Forward, often
advertised as #Forward on the

Internet. A pound sign and a single word were used to encompass
the efforts of our president. Do
I know what those efforts are?
A little bit I suppose. Universal
healthcare, bringing the troops
back home, lower thresholds for
higher tax brackets etc., etc. The
problem is that Twitter and the
hashtag are whittling complex
issues down to 140 characters or
less. In the case of Obama’s campaign, his complex political ideas
were condensed into a mere seven
characters. My current philosophy
class has taught me that being
concise is a beautiful thing, but
Twitter overdoes it.
Consider the recent government shutdown. There are roughly three levels of understanding
you can have of this issue. You
can attempt to piece the shutdown together through a series
of tweets or hashtags, you can
watch the news, or you can read
a book on political game theory
or take a class on it to obtain an
‘academic’ level of understanding.
While most of us like to think
that our level of understanding
falls somewhere between newsreporting levels of knowledge and
academic levels of knowledge,
chances are most of us have a
#moronic level of understanding
of the shutdown. As the hashtag
becomes a more popular institution of knowledge in America, our
values will shift towards favoring overly simplified reports of
current events instead of quality,
concise reporting.

See page 12

Turning twenty-one: A sobering experience

Bob Trettin
Staff Writer

________________________

“Walk up to the club like
‘What up? I’ve got a valid ID that
certifies that I am 21 years old,
which means legally I’m allowed
entrance into this building, and I
can purchase your alcoholic beverages if I so choose.’”
That’s how that song goes,
right? It doesn’t matter. What matters is that I recently turned 21,
and apparently that’s some sort
of milestone that I have decided is
worth writing about.
Firstly, I do not recommend
having your 21st birthday on a
Monday, like mine was. Whatever
the opposite of ideal is, it’s that.
You have to wait until the next
weekend to celebrate properly,
seeing as weekdays until Friday

“Call my dog to bail me out.”
- Luke MacMillan

he asked me if I had considered
whether 21 signified anything
else besides legal drinking. After
pondering that question for some
time, I came to the conclusion that
turning 21 means learning that
there are more important things
in life than legal drinking and bar
admittance.
Upon turning 21, you are
allowed to consume alcohol. But
just because something is permissible does not make it a mandatory weekend activity. I think we get
the idea in our minds that once we
turn 21 we should be going out to
the bars every weekend because,
well, now we can. There is not
necessarily anything wrong with
doing that, aside from the physically unhealthy side effects and
lighter wallets. Yes, it’s fun, but it
should not become what gets us
through the week.
There should be more to the
college experience than getting

drunk, and there is more to the
college experience than getting
drunk. It is all what you make of
it. Drinking may be a good social
lubricant and even a way to make
friends, but how strong will those
relationships be if they are rooted
in alcohol? It also may seem like
the best kind of fun at the time,
but not the next morning when
you feel awful and you’re trying to
remember all of that fun.
I am not saying that I don’t
like to drink alcohol with my
friends or that people shouldn’t
do that responsibly as often as
they like. I am saying that it should
not be something we depend on
for fun or something that is imperative in our lives. The cliché of
birthdays is that you are “another
year wiser.” In regards to turning
21 specifically, I hope that people
become wise about the importance of alcohol in their lives.

“Bore the guards with personal
theories on English literature
until they kick me out”

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian
welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions
using the parameters outlined in the masthead.

- Tara Jensen

“Build a pair of wings.”
- Chiao-Yu Tuan

“Run for it.”
-Megan Clark
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CORE

continued from page 1
bringing baked goods to meetings
and simply being available to hang
out. “Just being able to ask somebody [about life at Lawrence] and
having a structured time to do it
is really nice,” says freshman Lucy
Wallitsch. “I think there’s a lot less
anxiety knowing that.”
Long in the making, the idea
of CORE began during Paulson’s
internship with the Campus Life
office. As part of his research on
social and academic programming, he surveyed universities
across the country to gain insights
into theories of student development. Through his research, he
discovered the idea of the “first
year experience.”
“The ‘first year experience’
is this very intentional structuring of the freshman year,” Paulson
explained, “so people get connected, involved, feel like they belong
here and come in contact with different topics so that they can grow
and develop.”
From his summer research
in 2012, Paulson produced the
syllabus for a small version of
CORE to be run by RLA staff out
of the Trever Hall lounge. He said
the staff saw “substantial growth,”
in the participants and therefore
proposed making it into a sub-

Volleyball

continued from page 4

Tomaszewski reacted, “We had
strong serve/receive, but our hitting percentage was too low.”
The Vikings’ final game of the
weekend was against Lakeland
College, another stout competitor. Off to a strong start, the Vikes
defeated Lakeland in the first
game by a score of 25-19. Asked
what the best part of the weekend
was, Rowland mentioned, “When
we beat Lakeland in our first

Soccer

continued from page 4
the game. Off an assist credited to
junior Jenny Angeli, Muchowski
arranged herself for a good shot
and sent it in cleanly to secure the
3-0 shutout.
“We got all the nerves out
of our system so the second half
we were able to get more into
the attack,” commented Edwards,

Improv

continued from page 8

said Morrison. “Our themes only
really affect our introductions
and between-game banter at this
point. We did so many vanilla
shows over the past few years that
we want to make every part of the
show—even the times between
games—fun for the audience.”

#Davis

continued from page 11

We as Americans are a free
and democratic people. The
Constitution gives us the inalienable right of free press, and
with that right comes the basic
responsibility to make sure that
we as a people are aware of how
our own society works, how the
rest of the world works and how

section of Freshman Studies. By
working closely with Campus Life
and Curt Lauderdale in particular
over the 2012 to 2013 school year
and summer, Paulson has pushed
CORE to the next stage.
Once the first two terms of
CORE end, participants will be
assessed to gauge how connected
they feel to the Lawrence community as compared to students
not involved in the program. After
that, Paulson will propose making CORE its own class to Dean
of Students Nancy Truesdell and
then President Mark Burstein.
Paulson acknowledged that
there’s a possibility not all faculty will be on-board with the idea
of CORE as a functioning class.
“There might be a fight,” he stated.
“The goal is to have this pilot
be a success so we can do it for
the entire campus in the next
year or two,” stated Paulson, “and
hopefully create an institutional
way where we’re having students
reflect on the day-to-day stuff that
you don’t often get.”
The benefits of CORE are
already seen in and out of the
meetings. “Professor Tim Troy
actually mentioned to one of the
CORE leaders that he could very
much notice that students were
more comfortable sharing and
talking outside of the classroom
discussion,” said Paulson.
As with anything new, there

game. There was a lot of positive
energy on the court.” Lakeland
did not give up that easily though,
and ended up defeating the Vikes
25-15, 25-21 and 26-24 in the
final three games. Despite the
loss, the Vikings still had strong
offensive and defensive plays.
Swords and Conley had 11 and
10 kills respectively, with junior
Kayla Storm contributing nine
kills of her own. McLeod recorded
37 assists during the match, and
Rowland, who holds the record
for digs at Lawrence, notched 32
this game.
highlighting the great goals by
Girsova and Hjortness and the
plays leading up to them. “It says
a lot when you have people that
come off the bench and make a big
impact on the game.”
The Lady Vikings traveled to
Madison on Wednesday, Oct. 9,
for a nonconference game against
Edgewood College, and will face
Beloit College (2-8-0, 0-4-0 MWC)
on the road Saturday, Oct. 12,
followed by UW-La Crosse on

OFC is bringing the worldrenowned Upright Citizens to
campus on Oct. 17 for a show
and workshops. They also plan to
participate in the College Improv
Tournament regional in February.
Another potentiality is an improv
festival on campus with a number
of other college teams later this
year.
Although OFC has finished
with auditions, they are always
looking for new talent. The best

those two bodies interact. The
advent of the hashtag is relieving us of that responsibility and
making ignorance more socially
acceptable than real knowledge.
Hashtags favor opinions and sentiments—often re-tweeted ones
that aren’t even your own—and
throw healthy dialogues out the
window.
These dialogues have historically been key to progress in all

are kinks to work out. Attendance
problems are pertinent among
a few groups because as a trial
program, CORE meetings are not
technically required. Wallitsch
remarks, “If you never go, you
never really realize why it’s good.”
On the other hand, freshman
Amy Hutchings could barely contain herself with excitement about
CORE, saying, “It’s a good way to
get to know the people in your
freshman studies class and to talk
about important topics on campus. I wasn’t sure about it at first,
but it’s a really good program.”
Paulson acknowledges his
own freshman experience at
Lawrence as a big factor in his
participation on campus.
“There were people who
mentored me, who connected me
to things and that really helped me
shape my freshman year,” Paulson
said, “We’re hoping that the CORE
leaders will fill that role. I don’t
think they’re going to be able to
do it for all people, but for the
people who are looking for some
kind of touchstone guidance, for
someone to connect them, we’re
hoping that that’s what the CORE
can do.”
For more information about
this pilot program, contact Curt
Lauderdale, Assistant Dean of
Students for Campus Life, at curt.
lauderdale@lawrence.edu.
Saturday’s game against
Lakeland was also Lawrence’s
Senior
Day.
Rosenbalm,
Tomaszewski, Rowland, McLeod
and Lily Heun were all honored
at the beginning of the game. “I
can’t say that I have a favorite
memory. I love every moment
I spend with my LUVers, they
are my family here on campus
and I wouldn’t trade it for anything” Tomaszewski mentioned.
Lawrence’s next home match is
Saturday, Oct. 12 at 11:00 a.m.
against Midwest Conference rival

Sunday, Oct. 13, at home.
“There’s this really good,
positive energy on the field,” said
Edwards of the team dynamic.
“Out of all the games this year,
our Carroll game was the most
pumped up, the most heart
we’ve played with all season. We
played as a family. Now that we’ve
learned to play with that energy,
we hope it will carry over to more
success the rest of the season.”

way to show your interest is to
do improv with them during open
practices on Fridays at 5:00 p.m.
The location varies depending
on space availability, so like the
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/lawrenceimprov or send
an email to joram.j.zbichorski@
lawrence.edu, erik.j.morrison@
lawrence.edu, or brian.t.zindler@
lawrence.edu to get on the email
list.
walks of American life. For this
reason, I fear that the internet,
which made information more
accessible to us than ever before,
is making us dumber by whittling that treasure of information
down to a level of fidelity that has
little or no intrinsic value to us as
a people. #dumb #stupid #feelfreetodiscussthisfurtherbysendingalettertotheeditor #emailalanduff
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Hanrahan

continued from page 10
through drastically overdrawn
metaphors such as mine.
Consider that the Republican
Party’s legacy is built upon the
disastrous aggression of its founding fathers. The fledgling party’s
first successes include the recapturing of the Confederate states:
Boehner currently emulates the
Republican tradition of General

Cartwright

continued from page 11
professors—from art, from music,
from religious studies and from
new media. This year, film students will learn most from experienced film professionals.
The difference between
Inter-Arts and Film is a difference
between the liberal arts and a disciplinary education. Whether it is

Yellow sun

continued from page 9
on the street. Of course, not all fictional characters have to directly
reflect reality; but even as the violence and hardship the characters
faced horrified and saddened me, I
sometimes found myself emotionally detached from the characters
who seemed more like cardboard
cutouts meant to stand for certain demographics of people, such
as rural villagers and idealistic
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Sherman far more than that of
President Reagan.
The Republican Party’s intentions may be as noble as reunification of the Union, but their
methods will continue to pile the
economic casualties high. Just
as ordinary Americans rebuilt
Atlanta in the post-bellum years,
so, too, will the American people
find themselves curing the ills of
Washington Syndrome. At least
the Affordable Care Act will soften
the blow.

prompted by a large alumni donor
or a national shift it higher education, time and again Lawrence will
face the choice between building
an intentionally liberal arts curriculum and investing in focused
career-track programs. The liberal arts at Lawrence were built
on intentional community-level
strategy. As we build programs in
the future, let’s remain dedicated
to that same consistent intentionality.

academics, than fully developed
individuals.
That’s not to say that all the
characters were flat—I particularly enjoyed the development of the
relationships between the twin
sisters Olanna and Kainene and
Olanna’s romantic relationship
with Odenigbo—but I recommend
“Half of a Yellow Sun” more for the
historically minded than literaryminded, although either type of
person could greatly enjoy this
expertly-written, important book.
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